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The mission of the League of Women Voters is to encourage informed 
and active participation in government and to influence public policy 

through education and advocacy. 

Call the office to buy: 
Oval Shaped Magnetic Bumper Stickers  

Dimensions: 5.5”W x 3.5”H...  
only $5.00 Each 

~ Encourage your friends, family and colleagues  
to visit us at ~ 

www.lwvtarrantcounty.org 

~ Remind your friends, family and colleagues  
to LIKE us at ~ 

www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo  

A Message from your President 

Dear Friends, 

   For almost 100 years, helping voters cast an informed vote when 
they go to the polls has been the primary goal of the League of 
Women Voters. As an organization that encourages informed and 
active participation in government, the League believes that all of us are stake-
holders in Making Democracy Work here in Tarrant County. 

Early voting is just around the corner!  We have several municipalities with  
issues and races on the ballot across Tarrant County, and we have been working 
to get local candidates to participate in our Voters Guide.  Our goal is 100%  
participation, and we are well on our way!  Check Vote411 before you head to 
the polls to get just the facts that pertain to only the races on your ballot. 

Those of you without anything local on the ballot, you will still have the        
opportunity to vote on the Texas Constitutional Amendments.  We all know that 
voter turnout is low in Texas (and Tarrant County).  This is even more of an  
issue during off-year elections. 

I know many voters rely on our Voters Guide to make decisions on candidates, 
but I encourage you to look it over and learn about the proposed Constitutional 
Amendments before you head to the polls on November 7.  Share it with a 
friend who might not think voting is important this year.  We must stay true to 
the mission of the League and continue our work to energize voters, even in 
these off-year elections. 

As always, thank you for all you do to make the League’s work possible.  We 
couldn’t do it without you! 

Fondly, 

 

Kate Lattimore Norris 

Mark your Calendar! 

LWVTC Annual Meeting, May 15, 2018 

Diamond Oaks Country Club 

5:30 - 8:00 pm 

http://www.lwvtarrantcounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo
http://WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/diamond+oaks+country+club/@32.824489,-97.3282121,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x864e782c9852abef:0x8f3f44077852bef3!2m2!1d-97.2581719!2d32.8245085
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October Unit Topic - Proposed Amendments to Texas Constitution 
 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 1 - AD VALOREM TAXATION (HJR 21) 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxa-
tion of part of the market value of the residence homestead of a partially disabled veteran or the surviving 
spouse of a partially disabled veteran if the residence homestead was donated to the disabled veteran by a 
charitable organization for less than the market value of the residence homestead and harmonizing certain 
related provisions of the Texas Constitution." 

Explanation:  

The Texas Constitution, Art. 8, Sec. 1-b(1), allows the legislature to provide a partial homestead exemption for a partial-

ly disabled veteran or the surviving spouse equal to the percentage of the disability if the homestead was donated at no 

cost to the disabled veteran. 

Proposition 1 would amend the constitution to allow the legislature to entitle a partially disabled veteran or the surviving 

spouse to a partial homestead exemption even if the homestead was donated at some cost to the veteran. The enabling 

legislation, HB 150, allows partially disabled veterans to claim a property tax exemption if they paid 50 percent or less 

of the market value for the house donated to them by a charity. 

Arguments For:  

Currently a partially disabled veteran who paid part of the cost of a donated home receives no property tax ex-
emption. Proposition 1 would give the same property tax exemption to a partially disabled veteran who paid 
something toward the value of a donated home that is currently received by partially disabled veterans whose 
homes were donated in full. 

Arguments Against:  

Proposition 1 would continue a pattern of giving exemptions to specific groups of people. Reducing the taxes 
on specific groups usually means other groups must absorb more of the tax burden.  

The legislature should focus its efforts on reducing the tax burden on everyone 

 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 2 – HOME EQUITY LOANS (SJR 60) 

"The constitutional amendment to establish a lower amount for expenses that can be charged to a borrower 
and removing certain financing expense limitations for a home equity loan, establishing certain authorized 
lenders to make a home equity loan, changing certain options for the refinancing of home equity loans, chang-
ing the threshold for an advance of a home equity line of credit, and allowing home equity loans on agricultur-
al homesteads." 

Explanation: 

Proposition 2 would amend Article 16, Section 50(a)(6) of the Texas Constitution that governs home equity 

loans−money borrowed against the value of a homestead by its owner using the property as a guarantee to repay the 

loan. This amendment proposes changes to the following terms: 

Fee cap. Lower the maximum limit on fees that can be charged to borrowers from 3% to 2% of the loan princi-
pal and exclude the cost of appraisals, property surveys, title insurance premiums, title insurance, and title ex-
amination reports from calculation of the maximum limit on fees. 

Refinancing. Allow a home equity loan to be refinanced as a non-home equity loan secured with a lien against 
the property if certain conditions are met. This is currently prohibited. 

Home equity lines of credit. Repeal a provision that prevents additional advances on a home equity line of 
credit if the unpaid principal exceeds 50% of the fair market value of the homestead. 

Agricultural homesteads. Allow a home equity loan for a homestead designated for agricultural use. This is 
currently prohibited. 

Approved lenders. Expand the list of approved home equity lenders by adding subsidiaries of banks, savings 
and loan associations, savings banks, and credit unions; and replace mortgage brokers with mortgage bankers 
and mortgage companies. 
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Proposed Amendments - continued 

PROPOSITION 2 -CONTINUED: 

Arguments For: 

The proposed amendment will make home equity loans more accessible, lower costs for borrowers, and 
provide consumers more choice. 

ÅFee cap. Lenders will be able to make loans under $100,000 more easily; the fee cap will not include fees 
by third parties, and consumers will still be protected against extreme fees from lenders. 

ÅRefinancing. Allowing a home equity loan to be refinanced into a non- home equity loan within reasonable 
restrictions would increase consumer choice. The borrower could combine a home equity loan with another 
loan to have one payment or to get a lower interest rate. 

ÅHome equity lines of credit. The change would allow the borrower to initially take out a smaller loan and 
pay less interest before borrowing more against the line of credit. 

ÅAgricultural homesteads. Owners of large and small agricultural homesteads should have the same choice 
as other Texans to borrow against their property under the consumer protections of a home equity loan. 

Arguments Against:  

The proposed amendment will raise costs for borrowers and remove several important consumer protections 
that have worked for borrowers and lenders. 

ÅFee cap. Adding the costs for appraisals, surveys, and title insurance and reports on top of a maximum fee 
limit of 2% of the loan principal would likely be higher than the current 3% cap on all fees. 

ÅRefinancing. Home equity loans have important protections related to judicial foreclosure and protection 
against loss of non-home assets. A new home equity loan with the consumer protections is a better option 
than a non-home equity loan without those protections. 

ÅHome equity lines of credit. Current limits require the borrower to budget carefully for projected expenses 
and their repayment. 

ÅAgricultural homesteads. Home equity loans and lines of credit for agricultural properties are costlier than 
farm operating loans and lines of credit due to the added large costs for appraisals, surveys, and title insur-
ance and reports. 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 3 – LIMITING SERVICE OF OFFICEHOLDERS (SJR 60) 

"The constitutional amendment limiting the service of certain officeholders appointed by the governor and 
confirmed by the senate after the expiration of the person's term of office." 

Explanation: 

Proposition 3 would modify the holdover provisions for all unsalaried officers appointed  by the governor such as 

appointees to volunteer boards and commissions. Current law, known as the “holdover” provision, allows all unsala-

ried appointees to continue to perform the duties of their office until a successor is duly qualified. “Holdovers” en-

sure continuation of functions but have been used to serve as extensions of terms of office. 

This proposition makes it clear that if a term expires when the legislature is not in regular session, the officer will 

continue to serve only until the last day of the next regular session of the legislature. These unsalaried officials would 

not continue to serve in office past the expiration even if no successor has been appointed. If a new official is not ap-

pointed by the end of the session, then the office would become vacant. 

Arguments For: 

This amendment would limit the amount of time a governor’s appointee can serve and would address con-
cerns about some gubernatorial appointees being held over in their positions long after their terms have ex-
pired. Placing the limit at the end of a regular legislative session allows Senate confirmation hearings of 
appointees. 

Placing a limit on how long an appointee could continue serving in office would ensure that these unsala-
ried volunteer positions are rotated among qualified Texans. 
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Proposed Amendments - continued 

PROPOSITION 3 -CONTINUED: 

Arguments Against:  

The Governor has many appointed positions to fill; the existing law allows flexibility for appointees to contin-
ue serving until qualified replacements are found. 

This amendment could result in many important appointed positions remaining vacant if a qualified replace-
ment is not found within a certain time frame. 

 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 4 – CHALLENGE TO THE CONSTITUTION (SJR 6) 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to require a court to provide notice to the attorney 
general of a challenge to the constitutionality of a state statute and authorizing the legislature to prescribe a 
waiting period before the court may enter a judgment holding the statute unconstitutional." 

Explanation: 

Proposition 4 would require a court to notify the state attorney general when a party to litigation files a petition, motion, 

or other pleading challenging the constitutionality of a state statute. Courts must wait 45 days, after providing the no-

tice, before entering a judgment holding the statute unconstitutional. 

In 2011, the state legislature passed a statute with a similar notice and waiting period, but in 2013, the Texas Court of 

Criminal Appeals ruled that the law was unconstitutional. Proposition 4 is designed to provide a constitutional basis for 

the notice and waiting period to restore the 2013 law. 

Arguments For: 

Proposition 4 ensures the state has an opportunity to defend the constitutionality of its laws. 

The proposed amendment would not alter the state’s separation of powers doctrine nor restrict the ability of 
courts to strike down laws as unconstitutional. 

This amendment would only provide the attorney general with notice so the attorney general could offer assis-
tance to defend a state law. It would not change the authority of the attorney general’s office over criminal 
matters. 

Arguments Against:  

The constitution should not be amended in a way that could undermine the state’s separation of powers doc-
trine. Each branch of the government should be able to exercise its powers without interference from another 
branch. 

The legislature should not establish procedures that delay a Texan’s right to pursue and receive relief from 
unconstitutional laws. 

Under current law, in criminal cases the state prosecuting attorney, not the attorney general, represents the 
state. This law could create confusion regarding the attorney general’s role in criminal cases. 

 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 5 – CHARITABLE SPORTS FOUNDATIONS (HJR 100) 

"The constitutional amendment on professional sports team charitable foundations conducting charitable raf-
fles." 

Explanation: 

Proposition 5 would amend Article 3, Section 47(d-1) of the Texas Constitution, enabling certain professional sports 

team charitable foundations to conduct charitable raffles. Voters approved a constitutional amendment in 2016 to allow 

certain professional sports team charitable foundations that existed on January 1, 2016, to conduct charitable raffles at 

home games. It authorized the 10 Texas major league sports franchises that had charitable foundations on that date to 

conduct charitable raffles. 



Page 5 

Proposed Amendments - continued 

PROPOSITION 5 -CONTINUED: 

Proposition 5 and its enabling legislation, HB 3125, would expand the number of professional sports team charitable 

foundations that are eligible to hold charitable raffles at home sports games. This amendment proposes to: 

Remove the restriction that only charitable foundations existing on January 1, 2016 may conduct charitable raffles 

Define “professional sports teams” eligible to conduct charitable raffles to allow professional hockey, basketball, foot-

ball, baseball, soccer, motorsports, and golf teams, including minor leagues as well as major leagues 

Arguments For:  

Proposition 5, in expanding the number of eligible sports teams, allows more teams to capitalize on the large 
and supportive crowds at sporting events, which increases the amount of charitable funds to support their char-
itable programs. 

It would add minor league sports teams representing more rural and suburban communities, bringing charita-
ble revenue to new and different parts of the state and uniting sports teams and their communities to assist dis-
advantaged Texans. 

The proposed amendment only expands the number of sports teams that could participate in charitable raffles; 
it would make no other change and would not remove safeguards that were established to protect against im-
properly conducted raffles. 

Arguments Against:  

Current law, which applies only to the 10 Texas major league sports franchises, protects against the creation of 
entities solely to take advantage of charitable raffles. 

Proposition 5 could open the door to further expansion of charitable raffles conducted by the foundations of 
less well-established teams. 

The proposed amendment expands gambling in Texas by increasing the number of raffles that sports team 
foundations can conduct, which  could lead to other groups requesting authority to offer such raffles 

 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 6 – AD VALOREM TAXATION (SJR 1) 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of the surviving 
spouse of a first responder who is killed or fatally injured in the line of duty." 

Explanation:  

Proposition 6 would give property tax exemptions to surviving spouses of first responders killed in the line of 
duty if the spouse has not remarried. If the surviving spouse moves to a new homestead, the spouse is entitled 
to an equivalent homestead exemption for real property taxation. 

Arguments For:  

Families of fallen first responders, with their incomes reduced, should not have to bear the burden of losing 
their homes because of the price of property taxes. 

Surviving spouses of first responders killed in the line of duty should be treated the same as surviving spouses 
of veterans killed in the line of duty. 

The fiscal impact on a single taxing district would be minimal 

Arguments Against:  

Regardless of how deserving the recipients, creating additional property tax exemptions may require local 
governments to place an additional tax burden on other taxpayers. 

School districts would receive less revenue from property taxes so the state may decide to cover this reduction 
by taking it from the General Revenue Fund, creating a cost to the state. 



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERs 

Jim Curts and Peggy Hendon 

A big TTThhhaaannnkkk   YYYooouuu   to renewing LWV-TC Members:  

Patricia Baldwin, Michael Baldwin, Penny Clowers, Meredith  
Edwards-Cornwall, Jim Fletcher, Margaret Martin, Nancy 

McVean, Betty Swaim and Sharon Whittington 

Not sure when your membership comes up for renewal?  

Contact Doris at the League office.  

Email lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net or call 817-348-8683. 
She will be happy to help. 

Units  

If you have a topic of interest you would like to see discussed at an upcoming Unit meeting, please 
forward your request to Mary Beth Garcia at mbalbaneze@hotmail.com or send it to the League office. 
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Proposed Amendments - continued 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION 7 – PRIZES BY FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (HJR 37) 
"The constitutional amendment relating to legislative authority to permit credit unions and other financial 
institutions to award prizes by lot to promote savings." 

Explanation:  

The Texas Constitution, Art. 3, Sec. 47, prohibits lotteries and raffles with a few exceptions, such as bingo games and 

charitable raffles conducted by nonprofit or religious organizations. Proposition 7 would amend the constitution to al-

low the legislature to authorize credit unions or other financial institutions to conduct promotional activities that can 

award a prize to one or more of the institution’s depositors selected by lot to encourage savings. 

The enabling legislation for Proposition 7, HB 471, defines raffles legalized under this amendment as savings promo-

tion raffles; the criteria for entering is a deposit of a specific amount into a savings account or savings program. Other 

terms of the savings account or program – fees, withdrawal limits, interest or dividends – must be commensurate with 

those of savings accounts or programs that are not subject to a savings promotion raffle. 

Arguments For:  

Saving incentives are needed as more than one-third of Texas households lack a savings account and about 
half do not have a three-month emergency fund. States that have removed legal barriers to such raffles have 
seen a significant increase in consumer savings. 

Savings promotion raffles are not gambling as they require no form of payment, only a deposit into a savings 
account, and benefit the consumer even if the consumer does not win a prize. Depositors can withdraw their 
money at any time and therefore do not lose money as in other raffles. 

Arguments Against:  

Proposition 7 would permit one industry to do a raffle and would be the only non-charitable raffle allowed 
in the state. It is not equitable to allow only one industry to conduct raffles. 

This proposition could lead to other industries requesting permission to hold raffles and to more serious forms 
of gambling 

The information provided here on the Proposed Constitutional Amendments is from the LWV Texas 2017 

Constitutional Amendment Election Voters Guide which can be found at LWVTexas.org. 

mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mbalbaneze@hotmail.com
http://lwvtexas.org/files/CAVG_2017_Eng_Final.pdf


Have you moved or changed your phone number? Please contact the League office 
at 817-348-8683 or email us at lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net so we can update 
our   Local and National Roster.  Thanks! 

Do you know that we have the following social media accounts for the League? 

Our Facebook Page is https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo/ 

Our Twitter page is @LWVTarrant or you can access us by clicking on https://twitter.com/LWVTarrant 

League of Women Voters of Tarrant County, P.O. Box 100175, Fort Worth, TX 76185 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 

¶  There are copies of the November 7, 2017 Voters Guide available for distribution. If 
you need some or know of someone who would like one, let us know. If you would like 
to distribute some to senior residences in the area, we could use the help.  
¶ There are always elections to prepare for. There are still potential voters to register. 

Our work of educating the citizens of Tarrant County on issues we are concerned with is 
ongoing. If you would like to help in any way, please contact the League office at 
lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net. 
¶ Check with other groups you belong to. Would they like a speaker on one of the    

issues the League supports? Let us know and we can provide one. If your group would 
like to discuss any issue we have a position on, we will be happy to help with resources. 
¶ If you have any ideas for upcoming Unit Meetings, email the office and we will try 

to incorporate them. 

BNSF FAMILY DAY 
Every year BNSF Railway invites our local League to participate in their Get Out the Vote booth at their    
annual Family Day held each September. This year Carol Cordell and Sharon Dobias represented the League. 
They handed out information about the League and the upcoming election, sold League I Vote magnets and 
had attendees self address I Pledge to Vote postcards which we will mail the week before the election. It is 
always a lot of fun. “Thank you” Carol and Sharon for representing us this year.  

And a special “THANK YOU” to BNSF for their generous donation and ongoing support of the League. 

mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/LWVofTarrantCo/&sa=D&ust=1467387340393000&usg=AFQjCNFnHzWK5byYNue6VNL4lxkwVOM5Ig
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://twitter.com/LWVTarrant&sa=D&ust=1467387340393000&usg=AFQjCNFmX0OBMte3V5J0FsNG8Ylu5K5w3w
mailto:lwvtarrantcounty@sbcglobal.net
mailto:advocacy@lwvtarrantcounty.org


Page 8 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Bring Your Talent into the League of Women Voters 

We are the League of Women Voters® of Tarrant County (LWVTC), one of the hundreds of local Leagues across the 
nation whose members—men and women—are committed to Making Democracy Work. Our nonpartisan political 
organization encourages informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through educa-
tion and advocacy. LWV does NOT support or oppose any political party or any candidate. Your membership auto-
matically enrolls you in LWV-Texas and LWVUS at no additional cost and provides publications from all three. 

Mail your membership application, dues, and contributions to LWVTC, P. O. Box 100175, Fort Worth, TX  76185  

or enroll online at  lwvtarrantcounty.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Basic Membership: 

□   $70/yr Regular full voting member  

□ $105/yr Family (two members in one household) 

□   $40/yr Student    

 

Or 

Supporting Membership: 

□ $100/yr Sustaining Membership –  Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

□ $150/yr Advocate Membership –  Carrie Chapman Catt 

□ $200/yr Patron Membership – Mary McLeod Bethune 

□ $300/yr Benefactor Membership – Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

THE VOTER NEWSLETTER BY U.S. MAIL 

 

□ $10/yr (online VOTER is no additional cost) 

 

 

Name  ___________________________________________ E-mail  ___________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/Zip __________________________________ 

 

Phone  (Home)________________  (Work)________________   (Mobile)_________________  (Fax)_________________ 

 

Would you like to attend one of our Unit meetings? If so, please indicate which Unit would best suit your needs. 

 

□ Arlington Area  □ Downtown Fort Worth Area  □ Northeast Tarrant County 

□ South/Southwest Tarrant County 

 $___________  For a tax deductible donation, write a separate check payable to: 

   LWV Texas Education Fund. 

http://lwvtarrantcounty.org/join.html


SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2017 CALENDAR  
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~ we are on the web! ~ 
www.lwvtarrantcounty.org 

October 2017 ~~ Study Topic for all Units - 7 proposed Constitutional Amendments on November 
Ballot 

October 16 ~ Arlington Area Unit; 7 PM, Fielder Museum, 1616 W Abram, Arlington. Call Sharon Whittington,  
817-615-1656, for information 

October  17 ~ NE/Mid-Cities Unit Meeting; 7 PM, Barnes & Noble in the Shops at NE Mall; Melbourne Rd. next to 
Best Buy; Reservations suggested. Call Georgia Kidwell, 817-282-0721, for information 

October  19 ~ Fort Worth Downtown Lunch Unit; NOON, Trinity Terrace, 1600 Texas Street; Reservations suggested 
but not required. Lunch is optional, cost is $11. Call Marjorie Montgomery, 817-885-8372 for reservation. 

October 19 ~ South/Southwest Dinner Unit; 6 PM, Olive Garden at I-20 and Hulen in the shopping center;    
Reservations suggested. Call Mike Baldwin, 817-249-2193, for information 

October 23 ~ Monday Matinee; 11AM. Free at Last: Civil Rights Heroes, about lesser-known civil rights heroes. Arlington 
Police West Service Center, 2060 W Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington. Bring a sack lunch and a friend.  

 
November 2017 ~ Study Topic for all Units - Property Taxes, Commercial and Retail 

November 2  ~ Board Meeting  

November 7 ~ Election Day 

November 16 ~ Fort Worth Downtown Lunch Unit; NOON 

November 16~ South/Southwest Dinner Unit; 6 PM 

November 20 ~ Arlington Area Unit; 7 PM 

November 21 ~ NE/Mid-Cities Unit Meeting; 7 PM 

November 23 - 24 ~ League office closed for Thanksgiving 

November 27 ~ Monday Matinee; 11AM, Arlington Police West Service Center, 2060 W Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington. 
Bring a sack lunch and a friend. 

 
December 2017 ~ No Board or Unit Meetings. Watch for details regarding our Holiday Party  

December 25 - January 1 ~ League office closed for the Holidays 

All Members and Guests are welcome and encouraged to attend any League event. 
League Office Hours: M, W, F / 8:30am—12:30pm 

In Memorium 

Please consider making a donation to LWVTC in honor of someone special. 

Make your check out to LWV Texas Education Fund to take advantage of the Tax Exemption. 

Important Dates for November 7 General Election  

Last Day to Register to Vote 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

First business day after Columbus Day 

First Day of Early Voting 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

17th day before election day falls on a Saturday, first 
day moves to next business day 

Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail 

Received, not Postmarked 
Friday, October 27, 2017 

Last Day of Early Voting Friday, November 3, 2017 

Last Day to Receive Ballot by Mail 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

Election Day – at 7:00 p.m. unless overseas deadline 
applies 

http://WWW.LWVTARRANTCOUNTY.ORG

